DAYTON
 1036
 DEAD-LETTER OFFICE
 
now sorves as an historical museum. There
is a fine soldiers' monument on Main Street
near the river bridge. Spanning the rivers
are twelve bridges, three of which are beauti-
ful, wide, arched structures of concrete. On
an elevation adjoining the city at the west is
the central branch of the National Soldiers7
Home, which occupies beautiful grounds of
about 600 acres.
Dayton was the home of the Wright Broth-
ers, pioneers in aviation; in their honor,
Wright Field of 5,000 acres, eight miles east
of the city, has been established for aeronau-
tical research for the U. S. Army Air Service.
It also provides two large landing fields. The
Dayton Airport, north of the city, is a com-
mercial field.
The educational institutions of Dayton
include the University of Dayton (Catholic),
Bonebrake Theological Seminary (United
Brethren), and Central Theological Seminary
(Reformed). There are four large hospitals
in and near the city. The Dayton public
library and museum and the Dayton art in-
stitute provide other cultural opportunities.
The city's parks and playgrounds are beauti-
ful and extensive, covering more than 1,100
acres.
Industrially, Dayton ranks high among the
cities of Ohio. Its manufactures include over
750 different products. Among the most im-
portant are cash registers—the largest in the
world, electrical refrigerators, computing
scales, fare registers, airplanes and accesso-
ries, automobile accessories, golf clubs, gov-
ernment stamped envelopes, paper cutting
machinery, and publications.
The first settlement in Dayton, in 1796, was
made on land purchased from the Indians by
two army officers and Jonathan Dayton, after
whom the place was named. It was incor-
porated in 1805, and chartered as a city in
1841. In March, 1913, the city suffered dis-
astrously from a great overflow of the Miami
River. Hundreds of lives were lost and mil-
lions of property value destroyed, For sev-
eral days Dayton "was entirely cut off from
the rest of the world because tracks were
washed out and wires were down. Many other
towns in the Miami valley also suffered. Ex-
tensive flood-protection projects were at
once undertaken and Dayton now ihas ade-
quate insurance against repetition of the flood
menace. Dayton is under the commission-
city manager form of government, adopted
in 1914, Population, 1930, 200,982.
 DE, day, a French preposition meaning
ofy from or away from, used in connection
with proper names to indicate noble origin
or possession of territory, as Due de Mont-
morenci, Guy de Maupassant, Conte d'Artois.
When the word following the preposition
begins with a vowel the e is dropped and d
with an apostrophe is used, as in d'Artois.
Several French expressions containing de
or d' are heard frequently in English current
speech, as coup d'etat and table djhote,
DEACONESS, de'koness, a member of
any one of various religious orders of wom-
en among Protestant churches. The order
of deaconesses seems to have been established
during the days of the Apostles, and the
functions of the members were to assist the
deacons and other officials of the church,
especially in the care of women. In the
fifth century the order was abolished and
was not revived until the early part of the
nineteenth century. The first of the modern
orders was established in Prussia in 1836,
by the United Evangelical Church.
The first order in the United States was
established in Saint Andrew's Parish of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, Baltimore, in
1855, and in 1888 the general conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church provided
for the establishment of an order of dea-
conesses. The members of the modern orders
are required to prepare themselves by
special training in schools devoted to this
purpose and are usually inducted into of-
fice by the authorities of the Church. Their
work is similar to that of the early deacon-
esses, though somewhat more extended, as
the requirements of the Church are broader.
In the Roman Catholic and some of the
Episcopal churches, the work corresponding
to that of the deaconesses is preformed by
sisterhoods.
DEAD-LETTER OFFICE, a division of
the Post Office Department to which is sent
all mail matter that cannot be delivered.
This matter includes all letters and pack-
ages that have remained in the office to
which they were sent for one month with-
out being called for, and which do not con-
tain any address for their return to the
sender; letters, papers and packages that are
imperfectly addressed, and articles excluded
from the mails by the regulations such, as
liquids, live animals and explosives.
Each yeat as many as 16 million letters
and parcels reach the dead letter office.

